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Shorthand

Duke of Gloucester, afterward Richard in.,
and condemned (1483) to walk in penitential
garb, with taper in her hand and attired only
in her kirtle, an incident utilized by Shakes-
peare in his Richard HI.

Shore Lark, or Horned Lark (Otocorys
alpestris), a bird found in the northern part?
of North America, and the only true (alaud-
ine) lark on the continent. It is a small bird,
with brownish streaked plumage, and con-
spicuous black feather forming: a little erec-
tile 'horn' on each side behind the head. The
shore larks sing in spring with great brilliancy
while hovering high in the air ovei the place
where, among the grass, their mates arc at-
tending to their nests and speckled eggs.

Shorey, Paul (1857-1934), American
Greek scholar, born in Davenport, la. In
1901-02 he was professor at the American
School of Classical Studies in Athens; and
in 1913-14 Roosevelt Exchange professor at
the University of Berlin. He has published:
DC Platonis Ideanun Doctrina (1884); The
Idea of Good in Pluto's Republic (1895);
The Odes and Epodes of Horace (1898) ; The
Unity of Plato's Thought (1903), and other
works.

Shoring.

Shoring refers to the supporting of walls
from which the natural or original supports
have been temporarily removed. A timber is
first placed against the wall to be shored,
and holes are cut through the upright plank
from 4 to 6 inches into the wall. Into this
mortise is fitted a scantling, termed a needle,
with a cleating niece above. This forms an

abutment for one end of the shore, the other
end of which is firmly fixed in the ground,
Shorthand, or Stenography, is best de-
fined as a system of handwriting that reduces
the number of muscular movements required
to represent words <Jid sentences in graphic
outline; opposed to longhand. This definition
excludes mechanical devices, such as the
shorthand machine or the phonograph, or
more codes of longhand breves (abbrevia-
tions), which will bo briefly referred to later.
The art of shorthand is very ancient. The
demotic writing of the Egyptians was virtual-
ly a popular shorthand form of the hieratic
writing of the priests. Authorities are agreed
that the history of shorthand begins definitely
not later than 63 u.c.t when Marcus Tullius
Tiro, a freedman of Cicero's, evolved the Ti-
ronian notes. These Tironian notes involved
not only shorthand signs tor the letters of
the alphabet, derived to some extent from
the Roman capital letters, but alho many
more or less arbitrary abbreviations; 5,000
at least in Tiro's day, thousands more in the
course of their later evolution. The latest
surviving example of the Tironian notes is a
codex of Louis the Pious, written in the gth
century.
The era of modern shorthand dawned first
in England in 1588, with Timothy Bright's
quaint publication, dedicated to Queen Eliza-
beth. Credit for the first alphabetic or work-
able system, which set the pattern followed
more or less closely for at least one hundred
years, belongs to John Willis, who published
anonymously in 1602 The. Art of Steno-
graphic. In the 205 years from Bright to
Isaac Pitman, who is justly regarded as the
father of modern English shorthand, more
than 180 different systems were published for
English alone.
About one thousand different systems of
shorthand have been published for English
alone within the past one hundred years.
Among them all, the outstanding feature of
modern English language .shorthand has
been Pitrnanic shorthand. The original in-
vention and subsequent modifications by Sir
Isaac Pitman have been subjected to a host
of adaptations. Although largely displaced
today by Gregg shorthand for the train-
ing of business office stenographers, Pitman-
ic shorthand is still used by the great ma-
jority of verbatim reporters and its im-
portance to the shorthand reporting profes-
sion is so great that the National Shorthand